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I N  T H I S  I S S U E 

1  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C O M M A N D E R  *  2  N E W S  *  3  A E R O S P A C E N E W S *  4  A W A R D S ,  

P R O M O T I O N S  A N D  N E W  M E M B E R S  *  5  SU P P O R T  A M E R I C A ’ S  Y O U T H  *  6  SP O N S O R S 
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I’m not sure about all of you, but I am definitely tired of winter. The bitterly cold temperatures in January and 
the heavy snowfalls of December have made me impatient for spring to arrive. 
 
With the arrival of spring, we will start to see our weekends increasingly get busier and continue at a busy 
pace through mid to late fall. Activities such as SAREXs, Fly In Breakfast (flight Line), Camp Rocky, and 
Parades, to mention a few, will require us to be properly prepared. Much of the training and drill that we’ve 
been doing over the winter months has been to help us to prepare for the busy and fun times ahead. I 
understand that spending several hours in front of a computer, taking an online FEMA course isn’t 
necessarily the most desirable activity, especially if given a choice. However, training, such as the FEMA 
courses and Drill, while unexciting, are necessary to our success. Please use these last few weeks of 
winter to complete the FEMA courses so that we can focus more on the fun times outside in the Spring and 
Summer months. 
 
As we begin to pick up our operations and activities tempo, we will need more help, which means 
increasing our membership numbers. Camp Rockies, for example, require two Senior Members to be 
present for the overnights, per the Cadet Protection Policy. If two Senior Members are not available, the 
overnight portion will have to be cancelled. Parents can help the squadron by joining as either a Senior 
Member or a Cadet Sponsor. A Cadet Sponsor can serve as the 2nd Senior Member for an overnight, or be 
the driver of the CAP Van for a SAREX or a Parade. For cadets who have parents that aren’t a member, 
talk to your parents about joining our squadron to help. They can help as little or as much as they’d like. 
While we are on the subject, we all need to start recruiting new cadets to help us. We will all get tired very 
quickly this summer if we have to support all of the upcoming activities. Let’s aim to double the cadet ranks 
over the next few months.  
 
Also, while we are on the topic of activities, we have been posting all the activities to our squadron web site 
once we have a confirmed date. Please utilize the Agenda link on the web site to assist in your planning. 
Cadets, make sure your parents are aware of this feature as it helps them too !! 
 
Lastly, I want to congratulate everyone that has been working hard to advance and complete their ES 
Tasks. This includes both Cadets and Senior Members. Remember, learning is a lifetime activity. The 
rewards are much more than just the rank you receive, a certificate that is filed in a drawer somewhere, or a 
pin/patch you wear on your uniform. 
       Brian Mishmash, 1Lt 
       Commander 
       East Iowa Cadet Squadron 
 

“The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionable integrity. 
Without it, no real success is possible.” - Dwight D Eisenhower 
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Civil Air Patrol Squadrons in Cedar Rapids and AOPA  urge pilots 
and boaters responsible disposal of emergency beaco ns 
  
March 1, 2009. CEDAR RAPIDS, IA.  Boat and plane owners upgrading their emergency beacons to the newer 
technology may be tempted to toss their old ones in the nearest dumpster. But emergency beacons, also known as 
ELTs in aircraft and EPIRBs in watercraft, were not meant to be discarded like common trash.  
  
Civil Air Patrol, in partnership with the Aircraft Owners and Pilot Association, has kicked off a communications initiative 
– a “Don’t Trash the Beacon” campaign – to inform boaters and airplane owners about proper disposal of obsolete 
emergency beacons. CAP squadrons across the nation are supporting this initiative by displaying posters about proper 
disposal in their communities.  
  
When discarding the older 121.5/243 MHz analog frequency emergency locator bacons in favor of the stronger, more 
reliable 406 MHz frequency digital emergency beacons, it is important to first remove or disconnect the battery from 
the device so it cannot be accidentally activated. Then, contact a local electronics waste facility for proper disposal.  
  
If not disposed of with care, the 121.5/243 MHz emergency locator could accidentally broadcast a distress signal. 
Since it is impossible to determine which signals are false alarms and which are true emergencies, emergency 
responders must track down all signals and silence them, tying up valuable resources needed for actual emergencies.  
  
Switching to the new bacon is important, because the international search and rescue satellite system COSPAS-
SARSAT now only processes signals from the 406 MHz frequency digital emergency locator transmitters. Though the 
older signals can still be heard by ground-based detection equipment and aircraft in flight, it requires more time and 
labor to find them without the aid of the satellite.  
  
“It is time consuming for our members to locate 
and silence ELTs in landfills and dumpsters, but 
it is something that must be done to make sure 
all emergency signals are accounted for,” said 
CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. Amy S. 
Courter. “With a little care, our community 
aviators and boaters can ensure false alarms 
are kept to a minimum.”  
  
“Even as we encourage everyone to continue to 
embrace the new beacon technology, CAP 
members will still vigilantly monitor the old 
frequencies to ensure no emergency falls 
through cracks,” Courter said.  
    
Tips for maximizing emergency response team resources include: 
  

·  Checking 121.5/243 on your radio before shutting down your aircraft to be sure your ELT is not 
sounding. If it is, reset it to avoid false alarms. 

·  Periodically check or continually monitor the 121.5/243 frequency while flying for any emergency 
tones emanating from an older beacon. Notify Air Traffic Control immediately if this occurs. Hearing 
and reporting an emergency beacon could save a life.  

   
For more information on CAP, visit gocivilairpatrol.com. In Cedar Rapids Iowa you can contact the 78th East Iowa 
Cadet Squadron and the 51st Cedar Rapids Senior Squadron or visit www.ncria078.org 
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Venturing is a youth development program of the Boy Scouts of America for young men and women who are 14 (and 
have completed the eighth grade) through 20 years of age. 

Venturing's purpose is to provide positive experiences to help young people mature and to prepare them to become 
responsible and caring adults. This program expands CAP service to the community and our aerospace education 
mission. 
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February, 2009. MARION, IA.  The use of radio communications is a critical component of CAP members training as 
they are authorized to operate CAP radio stations upon certification by wing or higher authority. In order to obtain this 
certification, cadets and senior members attended a training class this weekend conducted by the 78th EPICS 
Communications Officer 1Lt Michael Dzado. 
 

 
1Lt Michael Dzado, Communications Officer conducts the  

Basic Communications User training (BCUT)  
with cadets Horst, Kroupa, and cadets and Senior Member Serafin at CAP´s Marion Airport Office 

   

 
**** 

 
 

Check our website www.ncria0783org  for more news 
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The International Year of Astronomy 2009 is a global effort initiated by the International Astronomical Union (IAU) and 
UNESCO to help the citizens of the world rediscover their place in the Universe through the day and night-time sky, 
and thereby engage a personal sense of wonder and discovery. 
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March 6, 2009. CAPE CANAVERAL, FL.  NASA launched its Kepler spacecraft in a mission that the agency says may 

fundamentally change humanity's view of itself. The telescope will search our corner of the Milky Way galaxy for Earth-

like planets. 

The $600 million mission is named after Johannes Kepler, a 17th-century German astronomer who was the first to 

correctly explain planetary motion. His discoveries combined with modern technology may soon help to answer 

whether we are alone in the universe or whether Earth-like worlds inhabited by some type of life are common. 

The spacecraft includes a “Name in Space” chip with the name of our squadron as well as many other participants as 

part of the 2009 Year of Astronomy. 

                
 
On Launch Pad 17-B at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida, a Delta II rocket carries NASA's Kepler spacecraft. Kepler is a 
spaceborne telescope designed to search the nearby region of our galaxy for Earth-size planets orbiting in the habitable zone of 
stars like our sun. Our Squadron´s name among others, initiates an amazing journey to space! 
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HOSPITALITY 
A hospitality gathering with 
complimentary snacks and 
beverages will be available at 
Guaranty Bank on Friday evening 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity to 
socialize / network with members 
and staff! 
Uniform of the Day: Comfortable 
Attire 
 

SPECIAL TRAINING 
There will be numerous training 
seminars presented on 
Saturday starting immediately 
after the close of the General 
Assembly. Commander’s Call 
and Wing Staff meeting will 
take place Sunday morning. 
Uniform of the Day: Class B or 
white aviator (or civilian sport shirt/ 
slacks, no jeans) 
 

Awards Banquet 
The Iowa Wing Awards Banquet 
will take place Saturday 
evening from 6:15 to 9 p.m. 
Social gathering will be from 
5:30 to 6:15. An excellent 
catered dinner will be served 
and will be followed by our 
guest speaker and awards 
presentation. 
Uniform of the Day: Service, 
Class B, Mess, Corporate ( or 
civilian with jacket) 
 

March 27 - 29 , 2009 
Guaranty Bank 

300 80th Street Court 
Fairfax, IA  

 
 

Col Ronald Scheitzach 
cordially invites you to attend the 

2009 Iowa Wing Conference 
 

Please plan on joining us as we take this opportuni ty 
to celebrate our successes and set goals for 

Organizational Excellence in 2009! 
 

Conference - $15 
Banquet - $15 
Banquet & Conference - $25 
 
(Spouses & Parents Welcome) 
 
Register online at the Iowa Wing website: 
www.iawg.cap.gov 
 
Payment is due during check-in the morning of 28 March, checks/ 
cash only. Cadets must have a signed release form to attend. 
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Congratulations to the following members for their achievements, ARUE!  
 
 
Cadets 
 
 
Name    Promoted to  Date 
Shelby Hoffmaster  c/SMSgt   Oct-08 
Mark Maloney   c/TSgt   Oct-08 
Luke Serafin   c/MSgt   Oct-08 
Katelyn Mishmash  c/A1C   Nov-08 
William Tryon   c/SrA    Nov-08 
Chris Oglesby   c/Captain   Dec-08 
Ben Dzado    c/SSgt   Feb-09 
Luke Serafin   c/SMSgt   Feb-09 
Katelyn Mishmash  c/SrA    Feb-09 
 
 
Ribbons / Awards   
Name    Ribbon/Award  Date 
Thomas Glavan   First Find   Jan-09 
Katelyn Mishmash  First Find   Jan-09 
Michael Leedy   Community Service Jan-09 
 
 
New Members 
 
 
Welcome to our new member Paul Barkalow.  
 
 
Seniors 
 
Michael Dzado   1st  Lt     Jan-09 
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Ribbons/Awards   
 
Name    Ribbon/Award   Date 
Francisco Molina   First Find    Jan-09 
Francisco Molina   Tech Rating-ITO   Jan-09 
Brian Mishmash   Tech Rating - PDO  Feb-09 
Brad Oglesby   5 year Service Ribbon  Jan-09 
Janet Serafin   Membership Ribbon  Jan-09 
Kathryn Church   10 year Service Ribbon Feb-09 
 
Senior Program Training Completion   
 
Name    Course    Date 
Francisco Molina   UCC     Dec-08 
Brian Mishmash   UCC     Dec-08 
Brian Mishmash   AFIADL 013   Dec-08 
Brian Mishmash   COP (Level 2)   Jan-09 
Michael Dzado   AFIADL 013   Jan-09 
Janet Serafin   Level 1    Jan-09 
Michael Dzado   COP (Level 2)   Feb-09 
 
 

 
            Cadet Luke Serafin promoted to c/SMSgt 

 
 
 
            Cadet Katelyn Mishmash promoted to c/A1C 
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       Cadet Ben Dzado is promoted to c/SSgt  by  1st Lt Dzado  

               and Cadet Commander Glavan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet Michael Leedy receives the  
Community Service Award 
from Cadet Commander Thomas Glavan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Squadron congratulating 
cadets at the ceremony held at the Iowa 
National Guard Armory in Cedar Rapids. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   1st Lt Kathryn Church receives the 10 year Service Ribbon  
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Supporting a Great Cause -- Donating to Civil Air Patrol! 
 

The 78th Cadet Squadron sincerely thanks everyone who provides financial support to the Squadron as well as 
those who volunteer their time and effort. It takes a lot of work to keep things running on a volunteer basis. None of 
the annual dues that members pay to CAP National Headquarters come back to the Squadron, and we do not assess an 
annual fee from our members. Likewise, our cadets are not obliged to wash cars or sell candy bars or magazines to 
raise funds. This is possible because of the generous support of benefactors who donate to our Squadron so that we can 
focus on training for and carrying out our important mission-related activities. 
If you are considering a donation, there is no finer organization than Civil Air Patrol. If you have any questions about 
making a donation, please contact Maj Bob Benson at robertbenson2088@msn.com. It is possible to donate to Civil 
Air Patrol via the United Way, and some employers will even offer a matching contribution! 

�
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If you wish to be a sponsor, please contact our pub lic affairs office in the contact us  section at 
www.ncria078.org  

 
 

Darrah´s Inc  
Towing and Recovering  

694 Robins Rd 
Hiawatha. IA. 52233 

319-363-7900 

Uncle Stan's Military Surplus 
(319) 377-3456 

900 7th Ave, Marion, IA 52302 
 


